
DEB PATTERSON 

STATE SENATOR 

DISTRICT 10 

 
 

OREGON STATE SENATE 

 

 

February 24, 2026 

 

The Honorable Ron Wyden 

United States Senate 

Washington, D.C., 20510 

 

The Honorable Jeff Merkley 

United States Senate 

Washington, D.C., 20510

Re: Support for $4,275,000 Federal Investment, Western Oregon University Arts and 

Community Revitalization Initiative 

 

Dear Senators Wyden and Merkley, 

 

I have the honor to represent Senate District 10, which includes the city of Monmouth and 

Western Oregon University. I am writing to offer strong support for Western Oregon 

University’s request for $4,275,000 in federal funding to advance the Western Oregon University 

Arts and Community Revitalization Initiative. 

 

Rice Auditorium is a regional resource that serves students, families, and community members 

throughout Polk County and the mid-Willamette Valley. 

 

The proposed renovation will bring the facility into full ADA compliance, modernize Fire Life 

Safety systems, upgrade the stage and technical production infrastructure, and expand 

instructional spaces supporting workforce development. 

 

Professional-grade arts and performance facilities provide students with hands-on experience that 

translates into careers in education, design, production, and cultural management. 

 

I urge your favorable consideration of this important investment. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Deb Patterson 













February 20, 2026 

The Honorable Ron Wyden   
United States Senate  

The Honorable Jeff Merkley          
United States Senate 

221 Dirksen Senate Office Building 531 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510 

Re: Support for $4,275,000 Federal Investment – Rice Auditorium Renovation at Western 
Oregon University 

Dear Senator Wyden and Senator Merkley: 

On behalf of the Strategic Economic Development Corporation (SEDCOR), we strongly support 
this request. 

Western Oregon University has requested $4,275,000 in federal funding to renovate Rice 
Auditorium under the project titled “Training the Next Generation of Performing Artists.” This 
investment will modernize one of the only large-scale performance venues in Polk County by 
addressing critical Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) compliance deficiencies, upgrading Fire 
Life Safety systems, renovating stage and fly infrastructure, and expanding instructional 
production spaces that directly support workforce development in performing arts and 
technical theatre. 

Arts and cultural infrastructure are proven economic drivers. According to Americans for the 
Arts, the nonprofit arts and culture sector generates $687 million in statewide economic activity 
and supports over 22,000 jobs. A modernized Rice Auditorium will attract regional visitors, 
increase event capacity, and support local hospitality, retail, and service-sector businesses 
throughout the mid-Willamette Valley. 

This project also represents a direct investment in workforce preparation. Professional-grade 
training facilities in music, theatre, lighting, sound, and stage production equip students with 
transferable skills in design, project management, audio-visual technology, and event 
production. These competencies translate into meaningful employment opportunities across 
multiple sectors. 

Anchor institutions like Western Oregon University are essential to regional competitiveness, 
talent development, and long-term economic diversification in the mid-Willamette Valley. For 
these reasons, we respectfully urge your full support of this $4,275,000 federal funding request. 

Sincerely, 
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